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Have an excellent stay

this hotel boasts eight restaurants
offering a variety of dining options
including kaiseki (traditional Japanese
multicourse dinner), teppanyaki and
European cuisines. They offer free wi-fi
and a direct limousine bus service from
Haneda and Narita airports.

Tokyo Ikebuburo 4.0

sored Venue
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003 Sightsesing
Hunt down the subcultures

Otome Road ('Maiden Road') runs for 200m
along the west side of the Sunshine 60
building and is packed with shops including
K-Books, Mandarake and a Butler Café that
attracts the kind of lady whe's fascinated by
manga or Japan's subcultures,

n 28 elsure

Cuddle some
cats

Head up to the 8th floor of Tokyu Hands and
get greeted by the fluffy residents of this cat
‘house’. They don't actually offer any food or
drinks for humans here, but you can watch
the kitties get fed twice a day (1pm and 4pm
weekdays; 1pm and 5.30pm weekends and
hols). ¥600 entrance fee with no time limit (no
re-entry allowed). Nekobukuro 2-C

Quome Road 2-8

Though it doesn't have an associated heartwarming tale like Shibuya's Hachiko, this owl statue
inside Ikebukura Station is still a popular meeting spot. The name, Ikefukurou, is a play on
Ikebukuro and fukurou ('owl' in Japanese).

Ikefukurou statue 3.C

004 Café

Sweeten the deal

Since 1937, this shop and café has attracted
wagashi fans and even famous personalities
such as novelist Ranpo Edogawa and journalist
Asako Kishi. If you're just popping in to buy
snacks, we recommend their monaka sweets
(azuki bean-filled wafers), especially the one in
the shape of Ikefukurou, the area's owl mascot.
Miharado 4-C

005 ..

Choose your tea
with your butler

Sneak a peek inside the first butler's cafe in
Japan, which opened in 2006 and is a kind
of fantasy world ~ at least, for those who
fantasise about being served tea by a gentle
butler. Advanced bookings are necessary, but if
you can't get a table then stop by the gift shop
where you'll still get a feel for the atmosphere.
Butler's Cafe Swallowtail 2.8

Discover
magical

Inspired by Monet's landscape paintings,
this food court seems almost like it's
fioating on the rooftop of Seibu (kebukuro
main store. It features varioyus seasonal
flowers around a pretty pond, and a
number of unigue food menus.

The Floating Garden and Greenary 3-C

Sponsored Venue

Tried takoyaki (‘fried octopus balls’)? Then it's time to graduate to the bigger version called
bakudanyaki {'fried bomb'); it's about eight times the size, packs in plenty more ingredients besides

octopus, and comes with different toppings.

limeQuf
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Bakudan-yaki 2-B
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Get top tourist tips

Stop by the Seibu Tourist Information
Center Ikebukuro, located inside
Ikebukuro Station, for a wealth of tips
on things to do in the area and while
travelling on the Seibu lines. You can
usually find an English-speaking guide
on hand (occasionally there are staff
who speak other languages too -
they'll be listed on the signboard on the
information desk). For an extra dose of
info, pick up a copy of Time Out Tokyo's

new guide map: '101 things to do in
Tokyo along the Seibu lines'.

Seibu Tourist Information Center Ikebukuro 3-C

Sponsored Venue

0 01 Theatre

Watch films all night long

A legendary repertory house in Ikebukuro
showing a wide range of films, from Japanese
classics to Hollywood no-brainers. The all-
night screenings on Saturday nights are
particularly popular. Shin-Bungeiza 3-8

nua Café

Savour the flavour of
organic bread

Lock out for the blue eaves of this bakery
and café near Nishi-lkebukuro Park. Their
home-made natural-yeast bread is on the
small side but loved by locals for its organic
flavour. They use different breads every day
s0 you might want to stop by more than once
for their sandwiches. Cafe Tervel 4-C

009 Accommodation

Bed down on a budget

Bilingual staff and easy access to Ikebukuro
Station make this budget hotel a favourite.
There's a shared kitchen and a 24-hour café
with a nice beer selection. Single rooms
¥7,000, dorm beds ¥3,300.

Sakura Hotel Ikebukuro 4-B
n 31 Theatre

Dress up for
the theatre

The first thing that strikes you about this
modern theatre is its unusual shape. You can
watch orchestras perform in the Concert Hall,
while the Play House is used for musicals,
plays and dance performances.

Tokyo Metropalitan Theatre 4-C

See what the
maid cafés are
all about

Unlike Akihabara's more boisterous maid
cafés, this one has a more classic, calm,
European-themed setting. It's still a little
bizarre being served your cup of black tea by
a 'maid', but hey, it's a story to tell.

Wonder Parlour Cafe 2-8
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010 Café

Sip coffee in the

Showa era

This coffee shop is housed in an 80-year-old
Showa period building and sells their own
original brew. Here’s a fun fact: the manga
maestro Osamu Tezuka once lived just

behind it.

011 Shopping

Kiazuma Coffee 1-E

Buy a pink cactus

&3t On the rooftop of Seibu Ikebukuro

main store, you'll find this small
© garden shop selling unigue cacti
and succulents. We fell in love
with one spiky little fella that
comes in bright yellow or pink.

Kakusen-En 3-C

Marvel at the
flying sea lion

One of the top attractions at Sunshine
City building is the aquarium that's
packed with interesting sea creatures.
But the best show of all is the sea lion
who swims above your head in his glass,
doughnut-shaped pool. Looking up at
him with the city sky in the background
makes us want to nickname him Super-

Sea Lion.

Sunshine Aquarium 1-B

033 Shopping

Frame yourself

It's impossible to walk by this store without
being lured in by the hundreds of sunglasses
decorating the shopfrant. They mainly sell
spectacles but it's also a treasure chest of
unique, cheap frames and sunglasses.
Spectacles Museurn 2-D

“34 Shopping
Fill your shopping basket

Ikebukuro’s newbie features shops and
restaurants themed on casual, everyday
living. Don't miss the cat specialty shop
Necosekai, the fun popcorn flavours at trendy
Bean & Pop, or the delicious Brazilian fare
such as churrasco at Tucano's. Wacca 3B

Rest in style

A landmark in Ikebukuro, this hotel
recently celebrated its 35th anniversary,
and has undergone extensive renovations
to floors 33 to 37. Enjoy true Japanese
hospitality and splendid city views. They
provide a direct limousine bus service
from Haneda and Narita airports.
Sunshine City Prince Hotel 1-B

Sponsored Venua

Cover Contributors
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013 Shopping

Browse an arty
book store

Stroll around the residential areas of
Ikebukuro and you'll come across this pretty
little book store that sells a selection of art
books and goodies. The gallery space exhibits
artworks that rotate every two weeks.
Popotame 4-D

014 Shopping

Spend hours
shopping
for anime

Marvel at the enormous selection of anime
goods at this nine-storey shop. Recently
reiocated, it now features wider aisles for
easier browsing, stocks more products than
ever, and also has a studio and an events
hall. Animate 2-B

01 5 Restaurant

Scoff guilt-free
pizza

If you're on a budget or a diet but you love
pizza, then stop here for a quick meal. The
lunch set costs from ¥650 and includes a
(large) pizza slice with organic salad and one
drink. A Pizza 2-0

-

Fill up on fried dumplings that are expertly
made by chefs from Shanghai and packed
with meat and mouth-watering sauce. You
can also order a set menu with curry soup.
Though not the most comfortable, there is an
eat-in space available.

Yong Xiang Sheng Jian Guan 3-C

017 vsce.

Sit down to curry art

This comfortable café-esque restaurant offers
classic Nepali dishes like curry, momos and
chai. They even imitate latte art by drawing
cute shapes and characters on curry and dal
S0up. Putali Cafe 2-B

Top up
your electronics
collection

This home appliance discount megastore
has six branches in Ikebukuro alone. The
main branch sells gift-worthy items such
as popular electronics and even alcohol,
while the other stores specialise in PCs,
cameras and used items. They deliver
goods to the airport (usually within one
business day) and to nearby hotels
(usually within 30 minutes).

~_

Sponsored Venue

Reopened in 2015, this planetarium has been renovated with the concepts of ‘relaxation’ and
liberation of senses’ in mind. It now boasts starrier skies and more impactful screenings with special
seats that make you feel like you're lying on soft grass or floating amongst clouds.

0 37 Leisure

Hang out
with geeks

Having moved from Harajuku to lkebukuro's
P'Parco in 2014, the home base of popular
video sharing service Niconico Douga serves
as a shrine to the subculture that's sprung up
thanks to the site. Nico Nico Honsha houses an
official shop, a theme café, a pro-grade studio
and an event space. Nico Nico Honsha 3-8

038 Bar

Tap into local
craft beer

Located on Mejiro-dori, this stylish bar offers
10 different kinds of craft beer on tap. They
regulary change the line-up and the food on
offer is pretty sweet too.

Pump Craft Beer Bar 2.0

Production
Shiori Kotaki Momo Ando
Jun Harada Takaki Matsuda
Crystal J. Huang Yuko Ota

Youka Magase Takahiro Takeuchi
Satomi Saruwatari

Mineta Suzuki

Konica Minolta Planetarium ‘Manten® 1-8

039 Shopping

Transform your
look with a wig

Japanese people are known for their
dedication to their crafts, and this includes
hobbies like cosplay. At this shop you'll find
plenty of cosplayers hunting for the perfect
wig to complement their outfit. What can we
say except join in! Assist Wig 2-B

R

Thanks to
Ikebukuro Inbound Promotion Association

Bonus g
Recharge in
the rooftop garden

Last year. the Toshima Ward Office
relocated to a new building, which
underwent a complete refurbishment
by top Japanese architects including
Kengo Kuma. Head up ta the 10th floor
for this pretty open-air garden that
boasts a fish-filled stream and excellent
views over the city.

Toshima Ward Office 1.C

019.

Combine ghosts
and gyoza

aurant

You'll find this arcade of booths serving gyoza
(dumplings) inside Namja Town, which feels

a little like time travelling back to Japan in

the '50s. First devour a range of gyoza from
different cities, then head to the dessert area
for a sweet treat, and finish off with a visit to
the nearby Mononoke Bangaichi (ghost theme
park). Namja Gyoza Stadium 1-8

020 Restaurant

End your eve with ramen

The ramen shop of choice for Ikebukura's
late-night partiers, Mutekiya offers a delicious
soy sauce-flavoured, fatty tonkotsu soup that
goes down smoothly with the firm noodles.
Their most popular dish is the honmaru-
men. Queues tend to form even at night, but
turnover is rapid and they're open till 4am.
Mutekiya 3-0

Join the young trendsetters at this
shopping mall that's just outside
Ikebukuro Station's south exit. Its
clothing stores, such as Beams and
Snidel, cater mostly to young women,
while the eighth and ninth floors offera
variety of restaurants for all tastes.

Lumine3-C

Sponsored Venue

Tired of generic hamburgers? East Village will revive your passion with their juicy patties. Their
buns sandwich 100% beef patties and fresh veggies. In addition to several kinds of burgers, you

can choose many different toppings.

Find everything you need

most areas In Tokyo, Ikebukuro
Is not overflowing with ¥100 shops, but
it makes up for it with Seria. This huge
and more upmarket ¥100 store is found
inside Marul shopping complex and is
pac with pretty much every daily
necessity you could possibly need.

Marul 4:C

e Seria

|5

041 Restaurant

Cosy up for katsu curry

The name Gotsubo means ‘17 square metres',
which is an indication of how small this place
is. Go for the European Beef Katsu Curry (¥990)
which comes with wasabi and soy sauce. At
night, it turns into a standing bar with quality
sake on offer. Gotsube 2-C

o

East Village 2-C

042 ..
Sample 100 types of sake

Kurand Sake Market combines the no-frills
atmosphere of 2 stand bar with a deep passion
for Japan's signature spirit. Pay ¥3,240 for
unlimited access to around 100 varieties of
nihonshu. Also, you can bring your own food.
Kurand Sake Market 4-C

Tour the tastes
of Asia

The owner |oves to imitate dishes he
discovers while on holiday, so he offers not
only Malaysian meals like nasi goreng, but
also cuisines from Saudi Arabia, Sri Lanka,
Qatar and Indonesia. Halal food, catering and
delivery are all available. Malay-Chan 4-C

044 Restaurant

Beef up with a juicy hamburg

Criginally founded in Sapporo, Hokkaido, this
place has been loved by locals for around 20
years, Satisfy any hunger cravings with the
100% beef hamburg on offer.

Sapporo UshiTei 2-0

Gear up for bass

§14

Bass fishing in Tokyo? Yup, you can try it out at Benkei Moat in Akasaka. And this shop, found in a
tranguil residential area, is the place to stock up on all the bass fishing gear you need.  10minutes 4-0

023,

Drink beer with penguins

Bored of cat cafés? Step into Tokyo's one and only penguin bar where you can enjoy a meal or
drinks while watching the very sweet resident birds swimming and waddling around.

Climb the stairway
to retail heaven

Lotated close to Sunshine City, the
Ikebukuro tranch of Tokyu Hands is
spread across eight ficors, selling handy
items such as the shop's original suitcase
range, made-in-Japan flasks and erasable
pens. The first floor |s a dedicated event
space, hosting seasonal entertainment
and exhibitions, and they even have a cat-
petting spot (no. 28). Tokyu Hands 2.C

025 Restaurant

-
Tuck into halal
- ' ' -
fish 'n' chips
Need a break from Japanese food? With
over 50 branches around Asia, this seafood
restaurant serves up a variety of Western-style

dishes, including fish 'n' chips, and their food is
halal certified, The Manhattan Fish Market 3-C

E_njoy the luxury of choice

Having recently undergone its first
renovation in 25 years, Tobu department
store’s dining complex; Spice, is now the
big| inthe capital: 46 restaurants
spanning floors 11 tg 15.

Spice 2-C

041 Shopping

Complete
your bookshelf

This secondhand bockstore in Zoshigaya

sells cheap used books in quirky categories

like Toden Arakawa line' and "Authors buried

in Zoshigaya Cemetery', If you can't read

Japanese, go for their photo and art books.
Koshe Ouraiza 2-D

Penguin Bar 4-B

“26 Café
Lick your lips

In the backstreets of Ikebukuro, this pretty
cake shop offers an eat-in space where you
can enjoy lunch or simply tea and sweets.
Go for their popular cream croissant - it
gets laced with a blend of custard cream
and fresh whipped cream just before being
served.

Patisserie Mariage 2-0

021 Sightseeing
Admire famous architecture

You could probably guess this building was
designed by renowned architect Frank Lloyd
Wright just by looking at the geometric window.
Qriginally a school, this Important Cultural
Property is now used for alumini meetings and
weddings, so be sure to check the schedule
before visiting on weekends.

Jiyu Gakuen Myanichikan 30

Park off with a waterfall view

Located near Jiyu Gakuen Myonichikan (no.
27), this small park boasts a traditional garden
designed for an optimal view over its ponds
and waterfall. Take a hike to the viewpoint
then enjoy a picnic on the perfectly maintained
grass. Mejiro Garden 4-E

049.

Jumpstart
your day
with coffee

Opened in 2014, Coffee Valley serves
aromatic brews in a stylish, comfy space.
Gulp down your morning fix at the counter or
relax on the sofas upstairs. The tasty toast
slices are made with whole-wheat bread from
Parlour Ekoda, and wi-fi and power outlets
are available, Coffee Valley 2.C

Inviting bibliophiles to fall asieep with one of the many books on display, this library-style lkebukuro

hostel provides one of Tokyo's most weirdly specific accommodation options.

Follow us!

Discover more of Japan

Book and Bed Tokyo 4-C

f facebook.com/timeouttokyo @ @TimeOutTokyo

Uﬁrenpsy'f - -
with UnionPay L2 unionpay-premium.com
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B Kurand Sake Market /|
Nishi=Ikebukuro Park

oD
lkebukuro Nichome © Sakura Hotel lkebukuro

#E\ Penguin Bar
'  Malay-Chan

1-28-1 Minami-lkebukuro, Toshima 03-3981-0111
www.sogo-seibu.jp/ikebukuro
Open daily 10am-9pm (Sun and hols until 8pm)

Cafe Terve!

B

Fashion stores 11:00-21:30
Restaurants  11:00-23:00

Actual opening hours may differ
from those mentioned above.

Enjoy vour shopping at "Tobu Department Store",
the largest department store in "lkebukuro"!

IKEBUKURO TOBU

5%0FF

Coupon Exchange Ticket

Bring this ticket and your passport ta the
Tax Refund Counter in Zone 5on the 1st floor,
A coupon fora 5% discount on purchases

TAKE A TRIP ‘?‘5 SEIBU RAILWAY
TO CHICHIB

Catch a Seibu line train from Ikebukuro
Station for an inspiring daytrip. When buying =558
train tickets, make use of these special offers. [

LUMINE Ikebukuro

At LUMINE lkebukuro, from floors B1 to 10F there is a wide variety of
nearly 170 popular stores offering fashion, novelty goods, cosmetics
and more, as well as cafés and restaurants. With a direct connection
to Ikebukuro Station, you can enjoy a casual shopping experience.

OIOt&EAH

WEETEhR3-28-13

[|||[|l|||l| Hotel Metropolitan Tokyo Ikebukuro

T171-0021 WORLDHOTELS

T 03 (3989) 0101

Chichibu 2 Day Pass
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LUMINE lkebukuro offers full consumption tax
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Tel.03-3981-2211
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local buses as well as ar Seibu-Chichibu Sho

LUMINE Ikebukure
1-11-1 Nishi-lkebukure, Toshima-ku, Tokyo 171-0021
Website: http://www.lumine.ne.jp/
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