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\ The Kurayami Festival is an ancient-style festival that has continued TOk

over several hundred years in Fuchu,a historic city.This festival features

portable shrines carried during the night, which is said to provide new F

power to the gods.Around the festival period,Fuchu City is bustling with \ “

people . I _ \ From Keio Line Shinjuky Stunon

The essence of an old and still flourishing Japanese festival

Approx. 20 min.

This is part of a Kurayami Festival
picture that was included in an Edo
(Tokyo) attraction guidebook about
200 years ago. A five-page, large
layout depicts people in a state of
excitement and joy carrying portable
shrines back to Okunitama-jinjya
with paper lanterns and bonfires lit
at midnight.
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"Picture of the May 5 Festival at the Rokusho Shrine"
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from "Edo Meisho Zue (Pictures of Famous Places in Edo)"
At Fuchu City Kyodo-no-Mori Museum
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Okunitama-jinjya

About 1,300 years ago, Fuchu became the seat of Musashinokuni
provincial government, and Okunitama-jinjya enshrined six other
distinguished shrines of Musashinokuni province together under
the direct control of the government. So,it had been called
Rokushogu (Six Gods Shrine). The Kurayami Festival is the largest
annual festival held at this shrine.
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Approx. 20min.,three stations on a special express ths
from Keio Line Shinjuku Station / ) (] o

Shimo-Kitazawa
Visit Okunitama-jinjya by taking a 5-min walk
from Fuchu Station on the Keio Line or
Fuchuhommachi Station on the JR Nambu Line
or JR Musashino Line.
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H. I‘ | \ The climax of the Kurayami Festival is the passage of 8 portable Shrines on ikoshi
Ig - May 5. However, around that time, from May 3 through 5, a wide variety of R z\gﬁsggrlag);ﬁ”;gmde)

rituals are performed as below: ceecesee==e==-Goryogu Mikoshi Togyo route

(one portable shrine parade)
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Makeshift tent;in front of FORIS

Kurayami Festival information
Pamphlets, etc. are available.

Keyakinamiki Dori
(Zelkova Tree Street) )
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Sightseeing PR Corner LESIGHE
@ H(IyuShi-no-Kyoen (festival music performance) @ Komﬂkurﬂbe (horse-riding ritual)

18:00 - Keyakinamiki Dori (Zelkova Tree Street) 20:00 - 20:15 Kyu Koshu-kaido Ave.

You can enjoy Japanese traditional performing arts consisting of flute and drum Six horses gallop down the road one by one. It is said that this originated
music and dance performed on 10 decorated high-wheeled festival floats (stages). from examination of horses for offering to the ruler.
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@ Taiko-no-Kyoen (i o) ® Dashi Gyoretsu (i pouce) H'smr; Kyu Koshu-kaido Ave
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17:00 - 18:00 In front of the Large Torii Gate PR ki gpve. Goryogu Mikoshi (® Manto Taikai

Performers bang six giant drums, which are deemed to purify the roads where the portable Keyukmumlkl Dori (Zelkovu Tree S"eet) TOQYO roufe — = 12:30 - 13:10 . I
shrines are carried. Unfillafe at night, 22 fesfival music floats go'back and forth along the old avenue. T L ——— Intront of Kaguraden of Okunitama-jinjya
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. @ Taiko-no-Kyoen
© Mikoshi Togyo (orabie siine porde) 17:00 - 18:00

In front of the Large Torii Gate
18:00-21:00 (plan)
Haiden - Keyakinamiki Dori (Zelkova Tree Street)
- Kyu Koshu-kaido Ave. - Otabisho ’ Honde I]()?u(l)((r);shfllm?(?o hve./

At 6 p.m., preceded by six giant drums, eight porfable shrines depart Co-) N/gw West E" Keyakinamiki Dori (Zelkova Tree Streer)
from Okunitama-jinjya for Otabisho (their one night resting place). Torii Gate
At 4 a.m. of the next day, May 6, the portable shrines leave the @ Mikoshi Togyo
Otabisho, tour the area, and retum to Okunitama-jinjya. Musashi Kokufu

National Historic\Site\ 18:00-21:00 (plu“)

Kokushinorachi-Provinial Haiden - Keyakinamiki Dori (Zelkova Tree Sreet)
g Governors Offices Area - Kyu Koshu-kaido Ave. - Otabisho
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\ There are traffic restrictions during the festival period.

@ MCIIl'I'O Tﬂikﬂi (I;lnte;n-Themediﬂower perforfnflrlce)
12:30-13:10

: ; | In front of Kaguraden of Okunitama-jinjya
- ‘;ﬂv T Performers wave Manto (lantern-themed flowers) around. - Furusato
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